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Integration of Reproductive Health in the 
National Health Policy in Iraq

tive Health policies and program management 
and agreeing with concerned stakeholders on 
a road map for the coming phase. The pro-
posal and all results will be validate by MOH 
and discussed with WHO to be integrated in 
the National Health Policy. 

under the leadership of the two Ministries of 
Health (MOH), (federal and KRG), UNFPA with 
AUB and Iraqis Experts from Universities Tech-
nical Assistance organized three days consul-
tation meeting aims to develop and validate 
the framework (Strategic, process and opera-
tional levels) to define and establish the plan 
to integrate women and reproductive health 
and rights in the prospected National Health 
Strategy. This strategy to be developed by 
MOH with the World Health Organization 
(WHO), in the context of Iraq Public Sector 
Modernization and Health Sector Reform 
component. This constitutes the first step in 
the process of reviewing existing Reproduc-

forts of the experts in the 
preparation of action plans 
that are being presented to 
the various ministries in order 
to be modified and finalized 
during this year to be imple-
mented during 2014-2017. 
From her side, Ms. Dina Zor-
ba – Programme Coordina-
tor - Head of UNFPA Baghdad 
office, said that UNFPA have 
worked on the production 
of the CVAW strategy within 
its program of CVAW in Iraq, 

and trained national experts 
on the ways of integrating it 
within sectoral plans of se-
lected line ministries. She also 
added that UNFPA over the 
past years was able to work 
on producing four guide-
lines for the service provid-
ers of MOH, MOLSA, MOI, 
and NGOs to support the 
women survivors of violence 
in these fields. During the 
meeting, presentations were 
made on the strategy and its 
action plans for each sector 
and were discussed with the 
members of the ministries 
joined the meeting. It was 
also agreed to have a full day 
session for each sector before 
the end of the year in order to 
finalize the plan of actions to 
be implemented in the com-
ing years. The meeting was 
attended by the experts from 
Baghdad and Al Mustansiria 
Universities as well as Al Kin-
dy College of Medicine, min-
istries’ experts, and UNFPA 
concerned staff in Baghdad.

UNFPA organized a meeting 
headed by Dr. Ibtihal Kasd 
Al-Zaidi State Minister for 
Women Affairs, on integrat-
ing the national strategy to 
Combat Violence Against 
Women (CVAW) in Iraq in sec-
toral plans of the ministries of 
Health, Labor and Social Af-
fairs, Education, Interior, and 
State Ministry for Women Af-
fairs. The minister started the 
meeting by a speech focused 
on the importance of the ef-
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Strengthening the Capacity of the Staff at 
the Women Social Center in Domiz Camp on 
“First Response”  (Kurdistan, Iraq)

In the process of building the 
capacity of Syrian women vol-
unteers working at the Wom-
en Social Center supported 
by UNFPA in Domiz camp for 
Syrian Refugees, a full two 
days on-the-job training fol-
lowed by half day planning 
session have been conduct-
ed for the volunteering staff 
at the center from 8-10 July 
2013. The training objective 
was to equip the staff with 
the basic tools on how to deal 
with the women survivors of 
violence who approach the 
center seeking support. Dur-
ing these two days, sessions 
varied from refreshment on 
some basic information with 

more in-depth illustrations on 
Gender Based Violence (GBV) 
core concept and themes, to 
special focus on building the 
women’s skills on the effec-
tive listening skills, and then 
mapping the service provid-
ers and how to do referral 
within the referral pathway 
after obtaining full consent 
of the women who approach 
the center to seek its support. 
By the end of the training an 
action plan was developed 
to organize the work of the 
center on monthly bases with 
clear division of labor to dis-
tribute the tasks and line of 
responsibilities among the 
volunteering staff.

Master Plan for Emergency Obstetric and 
Neonatal Care (EMONC) in Iraq

used in other countries and 
worked with Iraqi team for 
adaptation.
This assessment activity 
comes under the Iraq Pub-
lic Sectors Modernization 
(I-PSM) programme/ Health 

Sector Reform. It is also part 
of efforts to reach the MDGs 
4 &5. The workshop was con-
ducted in partnership with 
UNFPA and specialized center 
in Colombia University from 
USA (AMDD).

As part of the Iraqi Ministry 
Of Health efforts to reduce 
Maternal and newborns mor-
talities and morbidity and to 
enhance quality a consultan-
cy work shop have been con-
ducted from 1-4 July, 2013 in 
Erbil, to finalize the method-
ology of EMONC assessment 
at the national level includ-
ing all maternities (Hospitals 
and Primary Health Care). The 
workshop was attended by 
EMONC steering committees 
from Bagdad and Erbil, Kurd-
istan Regional Statistical Of-
fice (KRSO), UNFPA and UNI-
CEF. Two experts from AMDD 
Columbia University present-
ed international guidelines 
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legislation on women’s equality, equity and to 
raise awareness about the cultural heritage 
rooted deeply in the Iraqi society, which deep-
en the gap between men and women, taking 
advantage of misconception of religion. The 
study is descriptive study adopted the focus 
groups methodology to collect and analyze 
information from the governorates of Erbil, 
Baghdad, Najaf and Basra. This study was 
prepared by Dr. Asmaa Jameel from the Arab 
Heritage Institute at the University of Bagh-
dad and it comes as part of UNFPA support 
to Dar Al Salam Center under the program of 
Combat Violence against Women in Iraq.

UNFPA supported a workshop chaired by Mrs. 
Intisar Jubouri - Head of Family, Women, and 
Child Committee at the Iraqi Parliament on 
the study of “Violence against Women from 
Cultural Perspective”. Mrs. Jubouri opened 
the workshop highlighting the importance of 
the mentioned study specially that Violence 
against Women in Iraq is reaching to 76% of 
Iraqi Women at different levels of educational 
and cultural backgrounds. The workshop was 
attended by parliamentarians, activists, me-
dia, and UN experts and discussed the study 
in order to support and advocate for the im-
portance of changing legislative or modify the 

Iraq: Parliamentarians and Activists Discuss 
the Violence against Women from Cultural 
Perspective with support from UNFPA 

Training on GBV Core Con-
cepts, Outreach and Activ-
ity Planning for Volunteers of 
Kawargosk, Darashakran and 
Basira Camps

4 GBV trainings were provid-
ed by UNFPA to 90 volunteers 
of ongoing UNFPA’s women 
centers, 3 in the camps of 
Kawargosk, Darashakran and 
Basira as well as, one to 30 
volunteers of 3 selected areas 
of Erbil (Kasnazan, Rajan and 
Bahraman). It aimed to help 
build volunteers’ knowledge 

and understanding of gen-
der-based violence, its causes, 
and its conse¬quences so 
that they can begin to use 
these knowledge to develop 
effective interventions for 
preventing and respond¬ing 
to GBV in emergencies, such 
as in refugee camps. The du-
ration of the training was 3 

days while the third day was 
devoted to the development 
of the outreach and social 
activities planning for each 
women center. The training 
enabled the different groups 
to understand the impor-
tance of preventing GBV and 
how to refer cases to protec-
tion’s actors.4



in number of phases. In the first phase, the 
training was focused on project management 
skills, planning and organizing these projects, 
then to be followed by the phase of practical 
work by youth under the supervision of na-
tional advisers and international consultants, 
and then the last phase shall be training on 
the project implementation skill, monitoring 
and evaluation.
It is worth to mention that UNFPA is support-
ing youth activities in the youth-friendly spac-
es in Domiz camp. These spaces are managed 
by Syrian volunteers with the help of Iraqi 
youth from the General Directorate of Culture, 
Arts, Sports and Youth in Duhok. The main re-
sponsibilities of the volunteers in theses space 
are managing and organizing peer education 
sessions in addition to artistic and sports ac-
tivities. In addition to that, the Iraqi youth are 
participating in managing and running the 
cultural houses which are independent struc-
tures supported financially by the Ministry of 
Culture, Sports and Youth.

UNFPA Organized a training course on en-
hancing youth capacities in project and activ-
ity management for volunteers and activists in 
the youth–friendly spaces and cultural houses 
in Duhok. The training was held with the par-
ticipation of sixteen (ten girls and six boys) 
of the Syrian refugees volunteers working in 
youth-friendly spaces and Iraqi youth working 
in the cultural houses in Dohuk. 
The training was conducted through the tech-
nical support provided by the community 
outreach unit in the College of Health Scienc-
es at the American University in Beirut whom 
UNFPA Iraq has signed a cooperation agree-
ment with.
Due to the importance of youth participation 
and to strengthen this participation, especial-
ly during the humanitarian crises, the training 
was held in order to enhance the capacity of 
volunteers in project and activity management 
and to ensure better management of these 
youth-friendly spaces and cultural houses. 
The training was designed to be implemented 

Training Course on Enhancing Youth Volun-
teers’ Capacities in Project and Activity Man-
agement in Domiz Camp

Integrating Competency Based Approach 
into Midwives Curricula in Iraq
The Ministry of Health and 
the Ministry of Higher Edu-
cation (Faculties institutes of 
nursing ) with the support 
of the United Nations Fund 
for Population (UNFPA) and 
implementation of Zhian 
health organization a work-
shop on the integration of 
competency-based approach 
in the educational system and 

the Platform for the training 
of midwives in Iraq and the 
Kurdistan region.
The technical support from 
the International Confedera-
tion of Midwives (ICM) and 
Montreal University and the 
American University of Beirut. 
This project is important be-
cause of the role of midwives 
in the appointment of the 

health conditions of the ma-
ternal and neonatal health, 
as well as to achieve MDGs 4 
and 5. 5



tion to the youth in Domiz refugees camp, in 
term of that 6 youth have been identified as 
a committee to manage the space, the man-
agement committee consisted from 4 Syrians 
youth refugees and two staff from the direc-
torate of Culture and Youth, accordingly, the 
participants in the peer education training 
were selected through field survey conducted 
by the volunteers working in the youth centre. 
The training conducted and completed suc-
cessfully due to the high desire and motiva-
tion of the participants for daily attendane 
and their active participation in daily activities 
as well as it was indicated through the evalu-
ation report of trainers.  On the other hand 
the training resulted in dividing and distribut-
ing the young into small groups working to 
develop initiatives and proposals to be imple-
mented in the youth space.

UNFPA Organized two parallel peer educa-
tion training 5 (days) from June 30th to July 
4th 2013 with the participation of 34 of the 
Syrian refugees and four women volunteers 
who work in the women Social Center, among 
them 27 girls and 11 boys.
Basically, the training was aiming to educate 
refugees on the topics of violence, discrimi-
nation, ability for anger management, sexu-
ally transmitted diseases, and integration in 
society, involve the youth in volunteer work 
and to develop their knowledge regarding the 
youth attitudes, and skills, and make them re-
sponsible for their health protection.
The training conducted in coordination and 
logistical support from IRC (International Res-
cue Committee).
UNFPA through the establishment of the 
youth center are working to pay more atten-

Domiz Syrian Refugees Camp  
Youth Space 
Peers Educators training and activities  
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UNFPA in cooperation with 
Ministry of Youth and Sports 
(MOYS) organized special 
training for youth parliaments 
on the topic of Civic Engage-
ment. The training was made 
of five working days and was 
done in coordination with 
Action Aid. This training has 
been organized under the ob-
jective of youth mobilization 

and participation, noting that 
this is the second training that 
UNFPA conducted in cooper-
ation with MOYS. These two 
trainings were held in Basra 
Governorate for about 100 
young parliamentarians and 
included role playing, work-
ing in groups and design-
ing social campaigns. Young 
participants divided them-
selves as four groups under 
the topics of (early marriage, 
racism, education, and Vio-
lence) through their groups 
they designed their proposals 
for community engagement 
and advocacy. Following the 
success of these two train-
ings, MOYS is now willing to 
continue additional advanced 
Civic engagement training in 
2014.

tive form UNICEF. 
During the workshop, the international con-
sultants from ColombiaUniversity jointly with 
audience reviewed the steps to train the 
data collector’s requirements and prepara-
tions. They also plan for four regional train-
ing (Kirkuk, Baghdad, Najaf and Basra) for Iraq 
and in KRG they plan to implement training in 
each governorate in the region.
This is the first time that the Ministry of Health 
will organize such assessment at the national 
level (using international methodology and 
tools). The results will provide the ministry 
with inputs to develop long term plan.

The Iraqi Ministry of Health of Federal Gov-
ernment and Ministry of Health in Kurdistan 
Regional Government (KRG) with support 
from Colombia University, American Univer-
sity in Beirut (AUB) and UNFPA conducted a 
six days workshop to train trainers for Needs 
Assessment for EmONC service in Iraq during 
the period 26-31 October 2013
The workshop was attended by number of 
medical staff and officers who have experi-
ence in training and involved in EmONC ser-
vices program in both ministries, beside uni-
versity consultants from Baghdad and Erbil/
Hawler medical universities and representa-

Iraq: Need assess-
ment of Emergency 
Obstetric and Neo-
natal Services at Na-
tional level

Iraq: Special Training Course on Civic En-
gagement for Youth Parliamentarians
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As part of 16 days of activism, 
this year UNFPA with the sup-
port of implementing part-
ners organized 2 art activities 
in order to raise awareness 
on SGBV and Early marriage 
within the refugee commu-
nity (men and women) and 
highlight/remind its impor-
tance to camp actors. The or-
ganization of artistic perfor-
mance such as painting and 
drama performance by artists 
among Syrian refugees was 

an opportunity to address 
this concern differently and in 
a more impactful way.

Thus in 25 November 2013, 
a live painting along with 
a drama play was held in 
Kawargosk with the sup-
port of UNDP. More than 100 
women men girls and boys 
from community attended 
the event as well as officials 
from DVAW and camp actors. 
The artists performed bril-

liantly and encouraged the 
community to participate to 
the performance which was 
very successful. In Domiz 
camp, the similar event took 
place on 4 December 2013 
at the Youth space of UNFPA. 
The artist from Duhok, Mas-
soud and Haron achieved 2 
paintings, each of them rep-
resenting bride and groom, 
the third canvas was devoted 
to community comments and 
thoughts on early marriage.

Live painting and 
performance in Ka-
wargosk and Domiz 
camp 
16 days of activism 
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the Women Social Center. The report issued 
showed concerns of vulnerable populations, 
such as domestic violence, unemployment, 
early marriage as one of the consequences 
of precariousness, access to vital services etc. 
These findings will enable UNFPA to establish 
prioritization among the several needs of refu-
gees. The following days (21 to 24 November), 
the same need assessment was achieved in 
Darashakran with similar issues encountered.

In order to prevent GBV from issues and re-
spond to needs of women and girls in the 
camp recently set up, UNFPA with its imple-
menting partner AL Massala, launched a need 
assessment through several focus group dis-
cussions (FGDs) to better target the specific 
needs and issues of this group. In Kawargosk, 
from Sunday 17 to Wednesday 20 November, 
4 FGD 12 participants in each (disaggregated 
by women, men, boys and girls) were held in 

Focus Group dis-
cussions of refugee 
community in the 
camps of Kawargosk 
and Darashakran

Successive GBV training for medical staff
Gender based violence train-
ing was organized by UNFPA 
for 23 doctors and paramedi-
cal staff in Erbil Governorate. 
The training was followed by 
a workshop held on 24 No-
vember 2013 where 12 repre-
sentatives of different depart-
ments  attended, including 
key government actors from 
Ministry of Health, Ministry of 
Labor and Social Affairs, Min-
istry of Interior, DVAW and 2 
national NGOs.

The objectives of the sessions 
were to emphasize the ac-
tions needed to set up effec-
tive and coordinated preven-
tion and response to GBV at 
regional level.
 
The training for medical staff 
was composed of GBV core 
concepts and how to carry 
for survivors of GBV, while 
the workshop was devoted 
to understanding the im-
portance of all actors to be 

committed in such principles 
and increasing knowledge 
of multi-sectoral and inter-
agency action for prevention 
and response, as well as the 
need for well-coordinated ac-
tion. At the end of the work-
shop participants were aware 
of the importance of multi-
sectorial approach involving 
coordinated action, and were 
able to identify the needs and 
challenges that they will face 
for implementing such action. 9



Kurdistan High Council for 
Women›s Affairs and in co-
ordination with the General 
Directorate of Coordination, 
Development and Coopera-
tion (Ministry of Planning) 
and other governmental sec-
tors, as well as a group of aca-
demic researchers organized 
a study session on the girls› 
adolescents› early marriage 
and pregnancy. This event has 
been organized on the occa-
sion of the «World Population 
Day» activities and in part-
nership with United Nations 
Populations Fund UNFPA, Erb 
il Office .
The session has commenced 
by speech from Ms. Pakhshan 
Zangana, the Secretary Gen-
eral for Kurdistan High Coun-
cil for Women›s Affairs KHCW, 
as well as speech of Repre-
sentatives from the Ministry 
of Planning  and UNFPA who 
unanimously affirmed the pri-
ority of this issue ad the need 
to be analyzed in‐ depth and 
to find ways out to reduce the 
phenomenon of girls adoles-
cent marriage and pregnancy.
 In all, five research papers 
were presented during the 
session and prepared by uni-
versity researchers and spe-
cialists and they were onthe 
following topics:

1. The current situation and 
the Kurdistan Regional Statis-
tics about Adolescents Early 

Marriage and Pregnancy: the 
researcher has shed the light 
on the reality and in figures 
as follows: ‐ The proportion 
of girls adolescents married 
under the age of 18 is 24 % 
‐ The proportion of  girls ad-
olescent married under the 
age of 15 is 6 % ‐ Adolescents 
birth rate ages 15‐19 years is 
80 per 1000 births .

 2. The Legal Situation: The 
analysis showed that, accord-
ing to Iraqi law, the marriage 
capability is the completion 
of the mind and reaching the 
age of 18, but the law pro-
vides that the judge can au-
thorize the marriage of girls 
at the age of 15 (16 years 
old in the Kurdistan Region) 
if  her physical eligibility and 
ability of mind, are proved  
and for sure  with the consent 
of the guardian. The research 
found that the existence of 
legitimate and legal basis 
will encourage increasing the 
phenomenon in the country 
an thus reversing its negative 

effects in the long run.  

3. Health Consequences: the 
research paper shed the light 
on the dimensions and the 
health effects of the girls› 
adolescents› early marriage 
and pregnncy and from the 
following aspects:  ‐ Mental 
health problems associated 
with their psycho ‐ social de-
velopment. ‐ Sexual develop-
ment problems. ‐ Reproduc-
tive health problems (teenage 
pregnancy), maternal dis-
eases and deaths. ‐ Sexu-
ally transmitted diseases and 
AIDS. ‐ Accidents and injuries.
 ‐ Drug addiction, smoking 
and alcoholism. 

World population Day 2013
Analysis and recommendation 

“Girls Adolescent Early Marriage and preg-
nancy in kurdistan statistics..laws ..and  
Health and Educational consequences”
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‐ Public health problems.
- Nutrition problems. 
‐Some communicable diseas-
es like tuberculosis, intestinal 
parasites and schistosomiasis.  
4. Educational Consequences: 
the research paper shed the 
light on  bad consequences 
and negativity  of early mar-
riage, as follows: ‐ Drooping 
out from the school ‐ Delay 
schooling
 ‐ Postpone the study 
‐ Intermittent communicate 
in the study. 
‐ The trend to join evening 
classes 
‐ Orientation towards exter-
nal examinations ( at puberty) 
 ‐ Increasing the proportion 
of women incompetent and 
unqualified that leading to 
decrease their chances of find 
proper jobs, or move towards 
unskilled labor 
‐ Increase the unemployment 
rate among the women 
‐ The impact of poor educa-
tion of women for genera-
tions to come.
 ‐ And there is also a nega-
tive consequence in the field 
of psycho‐social during the 
schooling period. 
 The session has included an 
extensive discussion of the 
above mentioned research 
papers and many recommen-
dations came out by the end 
of the discussions that includ-
ed three levels: the strategic 
level, programming and ser-
vices.
 Finally it was agreed to com-
pile the research papers in a 
special booklet that will be 
printed and used in special 
meetings with the decision 
makers in order to activate the 
specific recommendations to 
mitigate this phenomenon.

UNFPA Iraq Support Estab-
lishing National Base for 
service providers to wom-
en survive from VAW
UNFPA in Iraq in collaboration with the Ministries of Health, 
Interior and non-governmental organizations has organized 
10 workshops in the federal government and the province 
of Kurdistan to train more than 350 Iraqi so far. The Fund 
during the past year trained number of Iraqis in the minis-
tries of health, MOLSA, MOI, & the NGOs to work according 
to toolkits promote the skills of trainers in combating VAW 
against women. The UNFPA hired regional experts including 
CAWTER Center.
During the last year UNFPA has supported producing 4 
toolkits dedicated to family protection departments at the 
Ministry of Interior to help its members to detect cases of 
violence against women and to distinguish them from other 
cases. It covers communication skills with battered women 
and collecting information and conduct interviews of inves-
tigation for cases of violence against women in particular. 
And a toolkit dedicated to the Ministry of Labour and Social 
Affairs and other toolkit to the NGOs those have the themes 
of communication and negotiation skills among family 
members in cases of domestic violence for social workers, 
humanitarian and feminist organizations involved in com-
bating violence against women. As well conduct advocacy 
campaign to support establishing shelters for women sur-
vive from VAW. The fourth toolkit is to strengthen the ca-
pacity of health providers for women survivors of violence 
in Iraq. 11



Women Reproductive Health 
in Domiz: Supporting Deliv-
eries and New Beginnings in 
the Camp

The family of Abu Moham-
med used to live in Damas-
cus, he and his wife Um Mo-
hammed, had two lovely kids 
Rojin who is five years old and 
Mohammed who is two and 
half years old.

With the violence reaching 
Damascus in the summer of 
2012, the family decided on 
leaving to Kurdistan, they 
made their move late in Au-
gust of 2012, around the 
same time Um Mohammed 
discovered that she is preg-
nant. Knowing that she ex-
ceptionally frightened, since 
that her last two pregnancies 
were very complicated and 
the deliveries were accompa-
nied by heavy bleeding and 
blood loss. 

After a month and a half 
in Domiz, she was advised 
to have antenatal care, and 
around that time the Repro-
ductive Health Clinic, part of 
the intervention of the De-
partment of Health in Duhok, 
was newly established and 
was supported with UNFPA 
RH kits. Um Mohammed got 
two antenatal care visits and 
the pregnancy was followed 
up by the staff supported by 
UNFPA. 

On the 14th of April, at 7:00 
AM, a Sunday morning, 
Um Mohammed started to 
feel some contractions, she 
reached the clinic at 8:00 AM 
were she was seen by the 
midwife who confirmed that 
Um Mohammed was in labor, 
the ambulance was contacted 
and the midwife was ready 
to head to the hospital with 
Um Mohammed for delivery. 

Meanwhile, the Gynecologist 
arrived and immediately he 
made his judgment that the 
Um Mohammed is in the sec-
ond stage of labor and that 
the lady can’t be transferred 
to the hospital. 

In no time one of the rooms 
inside the clinic was trans-
formed into a makeshift de-
livery room, using RH kits 6A 
that was provided by UNFPA, 
the doctor and the midwife 
assisted the delivery and by 
9:30 a new beautiful baby 
boy came to life. The new 
born and his mother are in 
very good health, the mother 

took advantage of the family 
planning services offered at 
the clinic and she is now an 
advocate of health services 
provided at the clinic. 

This is one of many touching 
stories of Syrian women who 
get the services they need 
from the Reproductive Health 
Clinic supported by UNFPA 
in Domiz Camp. This clinic is 
receiving about 100 women 
daily who are seeking repro-
ductive health information 
and services related to Family 
Planning, Antenatal and Pre-
natal Care and Gender Based 
Violence. 12



Ministry of Health in Kurdistan Region and 
in cooperation with United Nations Popula-
tions Fund UNFPA organized the first training 
workshop for health sector staff on providing 
health care for women survivors of violence 
inside health centers and hospitals. A total 
of 25 staff comprising on 11 doctors and 14 
health support staff from Erbil, Duhok and Su-
laimaniyah governorates.   The workshop was 
centered around providing techniques on re-
ception, psychological support, examination, 
treatment, case management and guidance. 
Worth mentioning the training materials used 
in the workshop were taken from the specific 
training manual has been developed by na-
tional experts and Center for Arab Women 
for Training and Research CAWTER. The work-
shop was implemented by ZHIAN organiza-
tion an Erbil based local NGO specialized in 
health field. 

Ministry of Health in KRG integrating health 
services to Women Survivors of VAW into 
Health Centers and Hospitals

Organized by the General Directorate of Co-
ordination and Development Cooperation 
(KRG, Ministry of Planning) in partnership 
with the line ministries and UNFPA, ameeting 
to review programs supported by UNFPA in 
the region.  Participated in the meeting: Min-
istry of Health, Ministry of Education, Ministry 
of Labor and Social Affairs, Ministry of Higher 
Education and Scientific Research, Ministry 
of Interior, Ministry of Culture and Youth and 
the High Council for Women  
The UNFPA presentations covered 4 com-
ponents with the main achievements and 
futures plans of action: Reproductive health 
program, youth program, Population and 

Development Programme and the Gender 
Equality programme. UNFPA also presented 
programs for youth (life skills and employ-
ment) proposed for co‐financing.
Participants concluded several recommenda-
tions and systematic follow‐up and sustain-
ability of all programmes. The finals docu-
ments will be disseminated to all participants. 
It was agreed also to follow up some special 
programs and the proposed programs for 
cost‐sharing with UN agencies and Line min-
istries.
 The participants agreed to support programs 
and to hold a meeting later in order to ana-
lyze the results.

Joint programs: Kurdistan Regional Govern-
ment and UNFPA (United Nations Popula-
tion Funds)
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My name is Shatha, an Iraqi 
woman in my thirties. I lived 
in a moderate family, until I 
married my cousin and started 
our life journey together with 
its better or worse. My hus-
band worked as a laborer in 
the strenuous construction in-
dustry. I was a housewife and 
a mom of five. My eldest was 
6 years old, which left me no 
space to think of using my de-
gree in Law and Political Sci-
ences. When my husband was 
killed in one of the terrorism 
movements in Iraq, I suffered 
even more with his parents  
who will support my kids. The 
non-stop grief and problems 
brought me to ashes. From this 
struggle, I decided to recourse 
to the Women for Peace Or-
ganization WforP (NGO) to 
ease my self-struggle, and just 
maybe, to find a light of hope 
or help, to ease my pain from 
people I barely knew. One of 
the ladies working in WforP 
welcomed me and asked me 
to speak freely, to speak my 
mind and let it all out. I said: 
“The grandparents of my kids 
abused me, they dared to hit 
me after giving me daily in-
sults. I want to work, I want to 
find a solution…I might study, 
go back to my parents house…
or…I could commit suicide…I 
don’t know…”. WforP offered 
me a job with them, “Shatha, 
you have to decide what you 
want and take a hold of your 
own life”, my answer was: “I 
don’t know…maybe..”.
This was just the beginning, I 
started working with WforP 
with working hours that were 
suitable to my family situation, 
the payment may have been 
humble but it provided some of 
the basic needs of my children, 
and created a hope for me in 

having humanitarian missions 
and rights towards myself, my 
children and my community. 
I can help other women who 
are like me, through consult-
ing sessions and through small 
projects the WforP provided in 
cooperation with my city’s lo-
cal council. Since then, my pas-
sion and interest towards this 
work increased and I decided 
to work as a feminist activist to 
help women like me, devoting 
myself to serve women who 
suffered like I did. But, I lacked 
experience, because this type 
of work needs someone with 
skills in Psychology.
When the WforP with the sup-
port of the UNFPA, arranged 
training workshops for work-
ing women who survived from 
the violence, and with the 
UNFPA preparing the special 
guide to deal with the violence 
against women cases who re-
course to the organizations 
of the civil community to ask 
for possible help and after the 
UNFPA contributed in training 
Iraqi experts to help them train 
in this, I was one of the benefi-
ciaries from those workshops. 
This training was in the pro-
gram of combating Violence 
Against Women CVAW, which 
goal is to support the workers 
in many sectors (health, edu-
cation, labor and police) and 
to support the NGOs in deal-
ing with the survivors of vio-
lence in the legal and psycho-
logical listening centers.
When I joined one of these 
workshops to expand my ex-
perience in this field, I was able 
to learn interviewing skills, 
how to use the guidance skills 
in helping a battered woman 
speak about her problem, spe-
cially the listening skills, ask-
ing questions, dealing with 

silence, dealing with sadness, 
and dealing with fighting 
back and manipulation. I used 
to lack all these skills, and I 
learned how to measure the 
danger each battered woman 
is facing in her environment, 
through a group of indications 
and proofs that can help with 
the evaluation of this danger, 
and how to deal with it in a 
practical way, through role-
playing during workshops. Af-
ter that, I started the practical 
implementations in practicing 
these skills in the center where 
the survivors of violence are 
welcomed, and even in WforP, 
which deals directly and re-
peatedly with the survivors.

The UNFPA helped me and my 
colleagues when they provid-
ed training opportunities and 
the materials needed to grow 
our professional skills, which 
helped us develop the capa-
bilities of other women.
The mission of the UNFPA in 
providing such opportuni-
ties and national expertise did 
not stop when the workshops 
ended; on the contrary, they 
took it to themselves to fol-
low up with violence cases like 
mine.
With all this support, I became 
distinguished in my humani-
tarian activities and I started 
working in the law field in one 
of the courts, to guide the 
women who are on the verge 
of divorce, providing services, 
supporting them and intro-
ducing them to their options.
And with this I became an ef-
ficient activist, who was able 
after the training, to provide 
psychological guidance to the 
survivors of domestic violence, 
becoming an example of suc-
cess and change for the better.

Supported by the UNFPA
From a battered housewife, to an activist and a psy-
chologist for the survivors of domestic violence.
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