Re p r o d u c t i ve H e a lt h H u m a n i ta r i a n Re s p o n s e i n I ra q - 2 0 1 8 -2 0 1 9
In 2018, UNFPA rationalised its operations because of the reduction of humanitarian funding and gradual transition to resilience and recovery in Iraq, leading to the operationalisation
of humanitarian-development nexus: UNFPA handed over 32 reproductive health facilities, eight mobile delivery units and six mobile gynaecology clinics to the government.

2 0 1 9 H u m a n i ta r i a n N e e ds

U N F PA R H S e rv i ces i n I raq

76 reproductive health facilities

Providing specialised reproductive health services for pregnant and
lactating women
Referring emergency cases to higher-level for more specialised
facilities
Providing consultations on family planning, and related health
commodities
Delivering reproductive health kits

Funding Required & Target

742,469 women and girls received

Challenges

reproductive health services

Shortage of funding for humanitarian activities

249,662 people received reproductive

health awareness sessions, including family
planning

US$ 10 M

801 humanitarian workers received

capacity-building training on the provision
of RH-related services

1,360 reproductive health kits distributed

700,000 individuals, including
673,000 women and girls of

reproductive age

Preparing implementing partners for the
humanitarian-development transition
Handing over the RH facilities within a tight
timeframe to the government
Security-based limitation of access to some areas
with population in need of reproductive health
services

S to ry f r o m t h e f i e l d
“ISIL constantly threatened me, my husband, and my
family, as well as other doctors and nurses. We were
working under fear; I was emotionally devastated but I
had to put on a brave face for my patients who are
giving life in such a challenging environment.
One woman walked in without money, she was in a
critical condition and needed to go into the delivery
room immediately. The head midwife who had been
appointed by ISIL refused to let her in, but I threatened
to quit if we did not admit the woman. I knew that I was
risking my life by such an action, but the woman and her
baby would have died if I had not spoken up.”

S u ccess I n d i c ato rs

48,136 normal delivery
6,908 C-sections
55,044 successful deliveries

Um Qassem had been working as a midwife in Anbar province in Iraq since 2003. The Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) swept across large parts of her country in
mid-2014, turning hers and many other women’s lives into a nightmare, especially when the group tried to forcibly recruit her.
The group had turned the maternity ward into an emergency room for its fighters, giving the medical staff a small room for deliveries, and forcing women to pay 21,000 ISIL
pounds (approximately US$ 40) at a time when childbirth had been free.
ISIL fighters took all the hospital equipment with them when they left for Raqqa, and burnt down the building.

UNFPA, the United Nations Population
Fund, in Iraq works across the country to
contribute to improving reproductive
health service capacity, promoting gender
equality and women empowerment,
enhancing programmes for young people,
and availing population data for
development planning.
In 2018, UNFPA launched its strategic plan
2018-2021 with the aim of achieving three
transformative goals:
End Preventable Maternal Death
End Unmet Needs for Family
Planning
End Gender-Based Violence and All
Harmful Practices

UNFPA has been supporting Al-Qaim hospital since early December 2017, providing a fully-equipped Mobile Delivery Unit (MDU) and directly contributing financial and
logistical support to the reproductive health team consisting of one gynaecology specialist, three medical assistants, three midwives and support staff, as well as covering
the cost of generators and waste management.
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